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WAITING TO BLOOM
"Flowers don’t worry about how they’re going to bloom. They just open up and turn toward
the light and that makes them beautiful."– Jim Carrey
Last fall I planted tulips for the first time. I have always loved how beautiful they
were when they sprang up around my neighborhood each spring and so decided I
finally wanted to plant some of my own.
cont. page 2

I carefully planted each bulb, wondering what colors each bulb might produce.
Having never planted tulips before I began to worry all through the cold winter
months if my tulips would actually bloom this spring. Was it too cold? Maybe I
buried them too deep? Did they get enough water? Too much water? What if the
squirrels dug them all up?
I was so relieved when my tulips started to spring up from the ground, growing a
little taller each day. After such a dark, cold winter (in more ways than one), seeing
my flowers sprout and eventually bloom into an array of vivid colors was good for
my soul. Each morning when I wake up, I walk to my front window, take a sip of my
coffee, and marvel at the tulips that actually did bloom.
This week as I gazed at my tulips, I heard the first verse of "Joyful, Joyful" playing in
my head:
Joyful, joyful, we adore You,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You,
Op'ning to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
I know there are many versions of this hymn, but I always hear the version sung in
Sister Act 2. (Check it out here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaEH1e_DLm0).
I love this version because it is, indeed, so joyful.
Jim Carrey said "Flowers don’t worry about how they’re going to bloom. They just open
up and turn toward the light and that makes them beautiful." Oh, to have the faith of a
flower! In our moments of anxiety, whether about our personal life, a loved one, or
our church, may we open ourselves up and turn towards the light, trusting that the
God who makes the flowers bloom each spring will also bring us to our full bloom.
Peace, Pastor Alicia

BRCC UPDATES AND COMMUNITY EVENTS
MAY worship assistants
May
May
May
May
May

1 - Kathy Alvisu
8 - Bill Sanford
15 - Susann Pedersen
22 - BRCC Kids
29 - TBD

If you are interested in serving as a Worship
Assistant in 2022, please contact Pastor Alicia,
Susann Pedersen, or sign up here:
Worship Assistants 2022

UKRAINE DONATIONS
Thank you to all who donated to BRCC's
Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine collection! We
were able to donate:
23 bags and boxes of supplies
$900 to the UCC Ukraine Relief Fund

MANNA ORDERS
You can submit your upcoming June 5th Manna Gift Card
order any of the following ways:
Submit completed order form and payment at worship,
Sunday, June 5;
Call the church office with your order and submit
payment via mail or on-line giving;
Send an email with your order and submit payment via
mail or on-line giving.
All payments must be submitted at the time the order is
placed. **please be aware if you use a credit card for your
Manna purchase, there is an additional processing fee
charged to BRCC by the bank.**
Next Manna Order date: July 3!

BRCC T-SHIRTS
Our BRCC t-shirts have arrived! The pre-ordered shirts
can be picked up in the lounge on Sunday. If you didn't
order a shirt and want to purchase one now, we have a
limited number of sizes available. They are nice quality
shirts for the low price of $15.00 per shirt. Contact Jean if
you are interested jcasper53@comcast.net.

SUMMER FESTIVAL & RUMMAGE SALE
Our spring fair fundraising event will be moved to

Saturday, June 11, 2022
Please save your gently used items for our sale.
We are also in need of paper grocery bags,
please save yours for our Summer Festival.
Drop off for rummage sale donations begins

May 29th
No donations will be accepted before then.
We will not be accepting the following items:
Mattresses
Tires
Paint (used or new)
Large appliances
Any electronics older than 2 years
Jewelry
Please ensure all items are gently used and in very
good condition. Thank you for your help!

MOBILE GIVING APP
Thank you for your vital support of God’s ministries at
BRCC. We have a mobile giving app for church donations.
To download the app for free, search "Vanco Mobile Faith
Engagement" on the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.
Once you download the app, search for Burr Ridge
Community Church, create an account, and you are able to
give via the app.

Or click on the
icon to be taken
to the app

SUMMER GIVING
As we come into the summer months with many of
us traveling, setting up recurring giving through our
website or mobile app is a great way to continue to
support the church even while on vacation. Consider
setting up recurring giving before Memorial Day
weekend. Thank you for your continued support!

COUNCIL UPDATES
BOARD OF ELDERS
Prayers from the prayer wall and requested prayers are
as follows: Holly after recent surgery, Crystal, Mariam,
Maggie, Our Law Enforcement, 1st Responders and their
families, Ron & Noreen, Mary, Heather, Mark, Brandon,
Walter, Paige Suva, Tom & Terri Houlihan, Mike &
Eileen G., Brian F. & Family, Hui Family, Rose Nickles &
Family, Jennie Knippenberg, Lina Fonacier, Ruth Polas,
Ryan Graham, continued prayers for healing for Susann
P & family, Tammy Brown will have surgery in May
(Matt & Madelyn's mother-in-law). Please give your
love and support to Alicia, Courtney, Julia and James as
they mourn the passing of pastor's father in March.
Please give your love and support to Jean Casper and
family for Ron who passed away in March.
Prayers for Vicki and John DeVries including love and
support as John has entered hospice care. John & Vicki
would appreciate your love and prayers as John
navigates a diagnosis he wasn't expecting and patiently
awaits next treatment from the skilled nursing center
in Hinsdale. Cards and well wishes are welcome.
Thank you for allowing Kathy A., Barbara J., and me to
share your spiritual needs and pray for you.
Susann K Pedersen
Chair Elder
BRCC
Kathy Alvisu – 630-325-5612
Susann Pedersen – 630-863-5736
Barbara Jefferson - 773-928-0712

BOARD OF STEWARDS
(FUNDRAISING)
Soup & Soul Care: Thank you to Board of Steward
members for their Lenten Soup and Soul care
contributions on 4/6/22.
Easter Cake Sale: The Lamb Cake sale was a
success. 75 lamb cakes were sold for a church
profit of $1,227.20! Huge thank you to Mark
Malak, Tina Wolf, and Ann Fong for their baking
skills and dedication!!
Easter Brunch: A big thank you to Russ Smith for
his generous catered meal. It was fabulous!

MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER
Thank you all for your financial support of BRCC!
Month of April 2022
Income: $ 15,347.58
Expenses: 9,692.04
Over:
$5,655.54
Year-to-Date as of 4/30/2022
Income:
34,953.96
Expenses: 48,852.24
Deficit:
($13,898.28)
Thank you to all who purchased Easter Lamb
Cakes and gave in response to our Easter Giving
Letter. These gifts are so much appreciated and
made for a truly remarkable Holy Week!

RESERVE ACCOUNT FUNDING
Thank you everyone for supporting our "Reserve
Account Fundraising! The balance is as follows:
Interior Reserve: $1,117
Can be used for sound system, interior updating &
repairs.

Exterior Reserve: $1,103

AMAZON SMILE

Can be used for exterior projects such as parking lot
sealcoating and new outdoor church sign.

When you shop on Amazon, using the link below, Amazon
will donate to Burr Ridge Community Church:

Total Reserves (including the above): $42,431

smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2591671

Feel free to either mail or drop off your donation to
the church. Please indicate where you would like
your donation applied.

UPCOMING EVENTS
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Join us for Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
either in-person or on Facebook Live or YouTube. If
you are worshiping with us at home, follow along
with the weekly Worship Folder found on our
website. You can find the worship live stream by
following the link below:

Facebook Livestream
https://www.facebook.com/BurrRidgeUnitedChurc
hofChrist/live_videos/

YouTube Livestream
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh6zdAWvjJT
kmlgqwO7hhHA

MAY BIRTHDAYS
We wish Happy Birthday to those that celebrate in
May. We hope you have a wonderful day!
Jack Adcock - May 4
Jackson Fong - May 4
Max Mendoza - May 11
Bryan Fong - May 14
May Fonacier - May 17
Deb Sanford - May 20
Courtney Reese - May 23
Deanna Miller - May 25
Bill Sanford - May 25

In-person worship follows protocols set forth by the
CDC, Illinois Department of Public Health
Guidelines and UCC.

MEETINGS
May 16th - Council Meeting - 6:30pm

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

May birthday celebrants, please join us after service
on May 29th for cake as we celebrate all our May
birthdays!

Join us on Saturday, May 21st from 11:30-1:15pm as
BRCC will be packing food for Feed My Starving
Children in Schaumburg, IL. All are welcome, so feel
free to invite friends and neighbors if they would
like to join. To sign up for our BRCC Packing Session,
please go here:

https://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=0ZY0BG
We will be going to lunch together afterwards
somewhere in Schaumburg.

WOMEN'S WELLNESS
Women of the congregation are invited to attend
Women's Wellness on Thursday, May 20th at 6:30
p.m. We will be following CDC guidelines.
Anyone who is or has gone through an emotional or
physical situation and would like to come, relax and
enjoy each other's fellowship are welcome. All
conversations are personal and confidential. What is
spoken at the gathering, stays at the gathering.

BIBLE STUDY
May 4, 11, 18, 25

RESERVE ACCOUNT DONATION
If you would like to donate to the Reserve Account Fundraiser, please complete
the below information and return with your donation to the church office. If
you prefer, you can make your donation on our website, and select the funds
category to which you are supporting.
Name: _____________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________

Select the project(s) you are supporting and the amount of the pledge.
❏ General Operating Expenses
❏ $____________________

❏ Exterior Projects (Parking Lot Preservation, Building Stain, New Church Sign)
❏ $____________________

❏ Interior Projects (Lounge Updates, Office Technology, Boiler Maintenance)
❏ $____________________

Total Donation: $_______________________

