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HISTORY OF IMMAMUEL CHURCH 

In writing the histo r y of Immanuel Church we must start 
with St, Johns E•angclical church of fullershurg, 
St, John' s is truly the mother o f the Hinsda le church, 

The Fullershurg church wa s built in 1879, Before the 
year of 1860 Fullersburg or Bru sh hill as it was then 
called, seemed to be the place which was destined to grow 
rather than Hinsdale, It was situated on Ogden A•enue, 
or the Plank Road, as it was ca lled in those days, and 
was on the most impo rtant road b etween Chicago and Naper-
ville, However, the coming of the ra il road in 1863 and 
1864 changed - all that, The Burlington Railroad decided 
to lay their track~ a little farther south and so fate 
interYened in fav o r of Hins dale instead of Fullcrshurg, 

The Yillage of Hins dale was incorporated in 1873, when 
there were about 300 to 400 people living there, Shortly 
after that time quite a German settlement sprang up in 
Hinsdale, most of the people comin g from the province of 
Hannover of Northwest Germany, At home they spoke their 
native Plattdeutsch, or Low German, Of course there was 
also a sprinkling of people from other parts of Germany, 
In 1888 the Missouri Lutheran Synod organi1ed the Zion 
Lutheran Congregation and erected a church building at 
the corner of Second and Vine Streets, Quite a few 
Germans joined this church, Some, howeYer, especially 
those from Hannover, were not satisfied that this was the 
church which they had belonged t~ in Germany, The feeling 
to have some church affiliation was, howeYer,strong and 
so they directed their eyes to the Fullersburg church, 
At that time Rev, Frederick Braun was pastor in Fullers-
burg, tk was the son of Frederick Braun, who with his 
family had come from Baden, South Germany, and a brother 
of William Braun, The Hinsdilc people made an arrange-
ment with Rev, Braun to preach for them on Sunday after-
noon in Gardner's Hall on Chicago Avenue and L.incoln 
Street, which later became the home of the Swedish Baptist 
Church, This, however, did not work out •cry good and 
the people decided to join the Fullersburg church•~ mem-
bers and attend the ser•iccs there, lt was quite a ways 
to wa.!.k, There were wooden sidewallr:.s in Hinsdale but they 



st opped a t Ogden A•enue , Many o f the Hinsdale men were 
carpenters and all handy with a hamme r, so they built a 
s idewalk fr om Ogden A• cnue t o the church, Rain or shine, 
• • •n the children walked ••cry Sunday to attend Sunday 
School , 

R••• Br aun had a good Men'• Choir, The men who later 
j oi ned Church were: Julius Kanning, Fred 
Lochma.n, Fred Sch~i dt, Gus Reinke , John Rohr, Bill Wenz, 
William Braun and Henry Ho rst man, 

Afte r R• • • Br aun left , R••• Bloom was called as I pastor, 
Not •cry lon g after tha t t here was some disagreement be-
tween ReY, Bloom and quite a few mcmbers,and the •Hinsdale 
people decided to s tart their own congregation, They 
got in touch with RcY, Carl Lucdckc, who was pastor of 
a church in Groasdalc (now Brookfield) who agreed to 
preach alternately in the morning and afternoon, On 
August 7, 1898 the Hinsdale Congregation was o~ganizcd 
with ReY, Luedeke as resident pastor, under the name 
"Deutsche F.Yangcliach Lutherischc lmmanue l s Gcmcindc, • 
There were acYcn charter Members: William Vornsand, 
Frederick Braun, Braun, William liorstmann, Julius 
Kanning, Fred and Gus Reinke, Wm, Vornsand 
was elected President, Wm, Braun Financial and Recording 
Secretary, Scr•ices were held in Fleck's Hall, a build-
ing which stood near the Southeast Corner of Lincoln 
Street and Hinsdale A•cnuc, ln September 1898 a Fraucn-
Vcrcin was organized wit~ nine members, A small recd 
organ was purchased and W., Braun was the organist for 
the chu r ch ser•iccs, During the disagreement with R••• 
Bloom an appeal had been to the E•angclical Synod 
of North America of which St, John's church was a mem-
ber, The Synod decided in fa•or of Re•, Bloom an~ the 
Hinsdale people thought they had not receiYed a fair 
deal, For this reason they decided to remain an inde-
pendent church, 

ReY, Lucdcke was pushing Yigorously the idea of building 
a church, which materialized in 1900, Wm, Vornsand was 
the contractor and all the carpenter work was done by the 
members, 

W11:i. Braun !tarted a Men's Choir w.ith seven members, 
After the church was built he organized a mixed choir, 

l 

l 

with twel•e members, The organ was placed on th e bal-
cony and here the choir practiced and sang durin g the 
Sunday ser•ices, 

There was a big pot-bellied sto•c in the corner where 
now the choir seat a are, and a chancel was built on the 
wall aboYe the altar where now the organ is, In front 
of the congregation in the Northwest corner was a pew 
for the Herren Vorsteher (Councilmen), All scr•ices 
were held in the German language, The back room was 
fu rnished with old fashioned school ·benches with a desk 
i n front of them, Herc the Sunday school assembled and 
t he minister also held school every Saturday for se•eral 
hours, to teach the children reading and writing high 
German and to supplement Sunday School lessons, 

The monoy for the church building was raised throug h 
s ubscriptions and the rest borrowed on notes bearing 6~ 
i nterest from me~bcrs and friends, The dues for Toting 

were $8,00 per year minimum, Anyone who did not 
pay that much during the year could not vote at the Jan-
uary meeting, The biggest source of making money was 
the annual pic~ic, which was a Sunday School and Congre-
gational · picnic combined, The first two picnics were 
held at Chicago A•enuc and the Tri-State Highway, which 
was then part of a farm owned by Jack Wenz, a member, 
After that they were held in the woods cast of the County 
Linc, near 47th Street, an ideal place, These picnics 
became quite a success and money maker, The only other 
source of making money was the basket social, which was 
Ycry popular i~ those days, They were held in the school 
room where the space was limited, So once the people 
rented E•crden's Hall for that purpose. That night 
Herman Kanncnberi and Fred Vornsand gaYC a few short 
skits and after that there was a dance• something un-
usual for those times, 

Some of the congregation started to talk about building a 
parsonage, This was erected in 1908 at a cost of $1,600,00, 
Wm, Vornsand was again the contractor, While the first 
floor of the parsonage was the residence, with 
an additional bedroom upstairs, the rest of the second 
floor was left as one larg< room which was to be used for 
meetings and entertainment~, 



In the fall of 1908 Rev, Luedeke le ft a nd the con g re g a-
tion had to look for a new minister, Not knowin g where 
to find one they turned to the Evangel ical Synod which l 
of course was happy to oblige, although th e con g re g ation 
insisted on reta ining their independen t statu s , Rev, E. 
Kro e ncke was unanimously elected, Ho wever he only s tayed 
two and a half years and left in th e spring of 1911 stat-
ing that he wanted to try his lu c k on a farm in Mi ssouri 
which he owned, 

In the January meeti n g of 19 0 9, He r man Kannenberg was 
elected Financial and Correspondi ng Secretary, which 
office he held for fourteen yea rs, 

During these years ~uit e a number o f young people had 
grown to the age of 16 to 18 ye ar s , This group Herman 
Kannenberg formed in to a th eat e r group with great suc-
cess, On April 16, 19 10 they c a me before the public 
with a big show at Fl e c k's Hal l which was quite a suc-
cess, The second big s how was given May 30, 1911, in 
the Hinsdale Club Auditorium, There came play after 
play from then on 1 under t he auspices of the choir, the 
Ladies Aid and later the Men's Club, Smaller entertain-
ments with sho rt p lay s were given in the parsonage hall, 
Short reli g iou s play s we re also introduced in the Christ -
ma s Eve Su nday School prog r am, 

Rev, Ma x St ommel came i n 1911, During his stay there a-
r ose qu i t e an agitation fo r the English language in the 
ch u rch , wi th the result that English was used exclusive-
l y i n t h e Sunday School while services were held twice a 
mon t h in Eng l ish, Re v , Stommel left in 1917 and Rev, 
St anger was elected to be his successor, Wm, Vornsand 
r es i gn ed as pres i dent and Wm, Braun was elected to this 
office, By this time the animosity against the Synod 
had di e d ou t and in 1918 the Church united with the 
E•angel i cal Synod of North America, The congregation 
was incorporated under the name: EYangelical Immanuel 
Congregation, 

The use of the Parsonage hall had proved to be quite an 
irritation for the ministers' families so it was decided 
to build a basement under the church, This was accom-
pli s hed i n 1920, A steam heating unit was in s talled at 
the same time, A s tage and a kitchen were al s o built, 

In the s am e y ear t h e Me n 's Cl u b wa s o r g anized , 

In 1 921 Rev, S t a n g er re c e i v e d a c a l l fro m t he ch u r ch in 
Mat te s on, wh i c h h e ac c ep te d and s oon th erea f t e r Rev , Wm , 
Moenkhaus became pa s t o r o f Immanue l , 

The lot s outh of t he c h u rch b u ildin g , wh ic h ha d b e en va-
a n t ever si n ce the church wa s b u i lt , h a d b e en used by t he 
c ongregation for s everal ye ar s f or moon l igh t picn i c s , the 
picnics on Count y Lin e Roa d h av in g b e e n a b andoned du e t o 
t he uncerta i nty of t h e weat he r, Thi s lot was pu r c h a s e d 
b y the con g re g ati o n in 19 2 3, Un d er t h e l eade r sh ip o f 
Alfred Kroenc k e, who had b ecome qu i t e a c t i ve i n t h e 
church, a Bazaar wa s h eld in 19 2 2 in t he c h u rcn b a s e me n t, 
Quite a number of boot hs were erected and t h e fi n an c ia l 
s uccess exceeded the g re a te s t h op es . 

Al ways on the alert f o r impro veme nts of t h e ch urch , t he 
c ongregation decided to h ave a p i pe org a n i nsta ll e d , in-
a smuch as the little ree d org an, whi c h h ad been i n u se 
2 S years, was be g innin g t o g i ve out, T h e or g a n wa s p u r -
c hased and was dedicated No vemb er 2S , 19 2 3, at t h e time 
o f the 25th Anniv e rsary celeb ration o f t h e c h ur c h , Pro-
fessor Stanger of El mhurst Coll~ge pla y e d t he o r g an and 
after that gave a number of o rgan conc e rt s t o h e lp de . 
f ray the cost of the org an, The c ho i r wa s t h en moved 
fr om the balcony to t h e fr o nt of t h e S anctuar y , 

Rev, Moenkhaus left in 1924 and t h e cong regat ion call e d 
Rev, Otto Laux mann as their pa s tor, During t his y ear 
Mr, Kannenberg made an offer to the congre g at i o n t o i n-
stall a stained g lass window i n the c hurc h i n me mory o f 
his wife's father and mother, Mr, and Mr s , F red Br au n, 
charter members, Thi s offer was accept e d and t h e wh ol e 
congregation took up the p ro je ct wit h the r e s ult t h at 
stained gla s s wa s put in all wi ndo ws , One window was 
dedicated to the me mory of t h e fir s t p as t o r, Rev, Ca r l 
Luedeke, 

Rev, Lauxmann re signed in 192 6 and Re v , H, Bar th wa s 
called as a pastor, On Au g u s t IS, 192 6 th e c o n g r e g a t i on 
had a celebration for Rev, and Mr s , Bart h on account of 
their Silver Wedding and Re Y, Bart h ' s 25t h An ni v er s a r y 
as a minister, In 1928 Rev, Ba rt h re ce iv e d a c a l l fr om 
another church and left, 



h d l ng been s ome talk of uniting Immanuel's The re a O • • • 
Hin sdale and St, John's Fullersburg, W.1th th.111 pO.lOt in 
vie• Rev, Dreusicke of St, John's was approached and he 
agreed to serve both congregations~ It developed, how-
ever, that the time did not seem n .pe for such a merger 
and in 1931 the arrangement with Rev, Dreusicke was 
cancelled, 

On New Year's Eve 1930 a fire started on the roof of the 
church, but owing to the early discovery and a quick re -
sponse of the Fire Department, the damage was not very 
large, 

At the annual meeting in January of the same year it wa s 
decided to discontinue the picnic and to urge the member s 
to increasl their subscriptions to offset the loss of 
revenue, 

In October 1931 Rev, Walter Luedtke was called as Pastor, 
He had been assistant Pastor of St, Peters Church of 
Chicago and had just been married, The Hinsdale Congre-
gation gave him and his bride a rousing reception with a 
Kitchen and Pantry Shower, 

In the summer of 1932 Rev, Luedtke started a Vacation 
Bible School which proved to be a great and 
held annually during the following years, In the 
year Rev, Luedtke started the "Messenger " a reaular 
monthly church publication which was received with· great 
interest, The choir was outf.it'ted with choir 

In 1933 the congregation bought a new communion •ct, con -
s isting of trays and small cups, 

After serving nine years as president Wm, Braun resigned 
and Alfred Kroencke wa, elected in his stead, Mr, Braun 
•ho rcaigned.aa choir director and organist, Rev, 
Luedtke tool- over the choir, Mrs, Marion Shaper and 
Mr

s
, Florence Full served as organists, The congrega-

t i on honored Mr, Braun •ith a party and presented hi11 
• i t h 

a comfortable Easy Chai,., However he continued to 
se n •c as Trcaau t f h d 

f re o t c Ben.,volcncc Fund, on the Boar ° Chri stian Educ · · l 
C f at.1on and as delegate to the Synod.1ca on crence, 

t 

' 

In 1934 an deciaion wa s ••de, t o di• • 
con t inu e at o n c e and alto get he r all church se rv ice • 1n 
the la ngu a a e a a t here •ere not en ough people left 
who atten d ed such s erv ice s , 

In the •• • e year Re v, Lue dt ke s ta r ted the Mcao r i al Fund , 
To th is Fund pay a s a perpetu al 
to loved one s who h av e gone t o thctr re ward . The fund s 
arc allowed to and in vested an d only the in-
tercat rece i ve d .. a y be used (or churc h expeniu!S , This 
fund haa g r own no w t o o ver S I, 000 . 00. 

In Januar y 19JS Al fred Kr oe nck e rcs~ancd • • Pres i dent and 
A.J, F•ll wa s e l e c t ed f or t he une xpi r ed In J an,u ry 
1,3, C. Ki rc hner wa a e l e c t ed President , 

Oil Jul y J , 1935 t h e chu r ch st eep.le wa , 1t r 11d. by li1hc-
nio1• Fortun ate ly there was no r .1 re . 

la 1,37 • n ew r oo f wa s put on t h e church bu.1ld.1n1 and 
the exterio r re pa i nt ed , In July 1,37 a B1rt bd ay Club 
••• ata rted, o f t his club rcc e .1 v e a b .1 rthday 
card and in return a a lr. c a don a tion t.o t h e Fund . Thi a 
has been a ni ce r e venue t o t he church fin a n c e s , A, J . 

.is the trea au re r o f thu f '1nd. 

Early in 1,Jt t he a tca a boil er c rack e d and it ••• ncce 11-
ar, to aecllrc anot h er on e, Mr, Carl Th e idci p l'e • e ntcd t he 
church • i t h a boil er, This , ho••••r, wa a 10 l ar1 e t h a t a 
new boiler r ooa h ad t o b e bllil t and at t h e t iae t h e 
\.itc:hen •a • enlar1ed a nd aod cr ni aed t o i t •••i e r for 
the lad i ea to eerve d.1nner a and b anq~et s , 

October 2, 1,31 t h e Con1 re 1 a t .i.on ce l c b rat c. d th eir f o r -
t.1.eth Anniver aary • i t h ap p-op r i •t• c:hw rc b a er•ic e a in t he 
• . d orn 1 n1 an evening and an An n1 •cr1ary aanque t o n Oct ober 
Sth, Mr, ••• Braun • •de: an 1n tereat i n 1 ta l k a f the old 
t i••·· 

ln J·anuary 1939 A. J• F'ull •u electe d Pre s .i den t.-

ln 1940 the inter io r o f t he ch urch ••• newl y de co rated, 

ln 1941 the b ase a c n t wa s rc ~e co rated, 



In Octobe r 1940 Wm , Braun died , With h.i m pa sse d a per-
sona lit y which for many ye ars ha d domi n a t e d t he po l.i c .ie s 
of the cong re gation more than any o th er man, ' He was th e 
last one o f the or.iginal charte r membe rs , 

The cong re gati on ado pted the Pas t o r' s Pens .i on Fund, by 
which si o f the Pas tor's Sa l a r y wa s pa.id to the Synod-
ical treasu re r. 

In January 1942 Victor Brod wa s elected Pre s ident, A 
boo klet "The Uppe r Roo m" f or fam i l y devot.ion, was voted 
to he bought and t o be sen t free to all members, 

In Febru ary 1943 Rev, Max Stommel, who had retired from 
a c t i ve s e rvic e an d had moved b ack to Hin s dale, was made 
an Hono ra ry Member of !mman ual Church, 

In 1944 a stoker was i nst alled, 

In the meeting o f J an ua ry 2 , 1945 , Rev, Luedtke announc-
ed t hat t he Ladles' A.i d ha d ~.iven $450,00 to the General 
Treas u ry in order to pay u p all out s tanding debts, On 
J anuary 28th a not e burni ng ceremony was held during the 
re gul a r mo rning service. 

Frank Braun was e l ec t ed Pr esi dent, 

On Ap r.ii 26, 1946 th e chur ch g ave a banquet for the re-
tu rn ed Ser v i c e Me n of our con g re g ation in the Community 
Hous e , whic h was qui te a s uccess. 

I n May 1946 Rev, Luedt ke tendered his resignation, hav-
in g re cei ved a c a l l f rom another church, He left in 
August a f t er a s uccessful mi nistry of fifteen years, The 
Cong re ga t ion gave hi m a farewell party and presented him 
wi t h a handsom e gi ft, 

Aft e r Rev, Luedt ke left the church was confronted with 
the p r ob lem o f continu i ng the publication of the Messen-
g er , We •e re very fo r tunate in securing the services of 
Carl il om ann and Marie Pelz as editors, They have done 
an e xcell ent job and the Messenger i s now big ger and be t-
te r than eYcr before, 

Re v, De an Pl assm ann wa s called to fill the vacancy and 
s ta r t e d to s e rve i n Scptcrobcr, The Congregation gave 
a wel com e part y fo r Rev. and Mrs, Plassmann on October 
I 3th , 

j 

j 

On Oct ob er 13 , 1946 Rev, Dean Pl assm an n was .i n s ta lled 
as pa s tor o f I mmanuel Chu r ch by h.is fat her , Re v, Ewald 
Pl a ssmann, Pres i den t o f t h e No rth I l li n o i s Sy nod , 

On March 2 I, 1947 t he mot ion picture "King o f Ki ngs • was 
sho wn in the s anctuar y, 

Inas much a s the exter io r of the ch ur ch bu i ldi n g and the 
pa r s onag e needed pa.int.in g b ad l y , talk on how t o ra is e 
the money had been go in g on for so me time, I n Jun e 194 7 
t he "Penny A Meal" plan was adopted b y t he con g regat i on 
for one year, Under th.is plan l.ittle banks r e pre s ent ing 
a c hurch were to be distri buted amon g the member s and 
t he content s to b e collected re gularly by a g r o up of men 
eve ry first Monday in t he month, Banks were di s tribute d 
i n July and the first collection made i n Au gu s t, The re -
sult of thi s plan has exceeded al l expectat i ons, Aft e r 
t he last collection in July 1948 there wa s a balance of 
$2, 124,40 in thi s fund, The contract for the pa i ntin g 
was given out and the congregation will have.the sat is -
fac tion of h aving the churc h and the par s on ag e s hin e 
f or t h .i n new sp l endor, It wa s dec i ded to hav e a no the r 
collection in October and another one .in J anua r y and l et 
t he congregational meetin g in January de cide wh et her t o 
abolish the plan or cont.inue it, 

Mu ch credit .i s due Mr s , Chas, Lang, She was the one who 
pro posed this plan and explained it in detail, She also 
ke pt a faithful record and accounted for al l mo ne ys col-
le cted for this fund, 

In January 1948 A, J, Leh man was elected P r es i de n t, The 
Board of Rel.i g ious Educat ion, which h ad b een in exi s t -
en c e for a nu mber of years, wa s placed ln an i nact i Yc 
stat u s due to the fact that under the prese n t ope r a ti on 
of the Evan gelical and Reformed Churc h General Syn od 
t his Board l s no lon ger neces s ary, 

In March 1948 Rev, Dreusicke and Rev, Mallick were made 
Honorary Members of Immanuel Ch urch, 

A ballot which had been taken reeardin g the merger of 
the Evangelical and Reformed churches with the Con g re -
eat.ional Christian churches indicated our church in fa v-
or of the merger by a very large majorit y, 



,. Link Bel t Stoker was don ated b y Mr, John ln Jul y 19h a 
Oc s t,un, to be ins talled in t he p ar sonage, 

Du e t.o t he 1D crgc r o f th e Evangeli c al Chu r ch •ith the 
Rdormed Ch urch, thc Cou ncil vo te d to use "Immanuel 
E•ang eJ 1 cal and Reformed Chu rc h • a s th e o ff i cial name 
of rnc co ng reg at ion , 

The Bense n• il l e t:omc ha s b een a majo r Missionary proj cct 
of t he d.in sdal c Chu rc h, Besides al l work do ne by the 
Viomen's Guild, we h a•e sinc e 1931 made a regular yearly 
mon ey contribut ion to the Uomc wh i c h no w amounts to more 
t han S2,3 00 , 00 , 

The r ear 190 marks t he fiftiet h ann iv er s ar y of the con-
g re gat ion, whic h e•cnt will be appropriately celebrated, 
On October 17 t h at 9: lS A,M. the Church School will have 
an annivcrs aq• Program, At 10 : 20 A,M, there will be a 
Wo r s h ip Serv ic e at whi c h Rev, Moenkhaus and Rev, Barth 
• i ll pr ea ch, At 7: 30 P, M, t here will be a Wors hip Ser-
vi ce • he r e Rev , Luedtke 'liill be the speaker, On the two 
sc r•ices Ro·, Stommcl will be the Liturgist, At the 
Worsrup Scr• i ce at 10: 20 A,M, on October 24th Rev, E, H, 
Plassaan, President of t he North Illinois Synod, will 
p reac h t he s e rmon , At 7:30 P,M, the Choir will give a 
sacred conc ert, Eac h Society will have a certain eve-
ning on wh ich t hey will enterta i n the con g regation with 
a sp ec i a l program and refres hme nts, 

The Con g re gati on looks into the future confident that 

t 

l 

t !l e y •ill g row, no t only materially, but spiritually, 
dcraonst rat ing the i r awarenes s of their high calling, pro-
c l a u ,ing t hat t he y arc me sseng ers, working for the glory 1• 
o f the Lord an d Good Will towards all men, 

The Church School 

l n 1888 a group of German people in Hinsdale, desirous 
to find some churc h connections, made an arrangement wi th 
Rev, Frederick Braun of St. John's Church at Fullcrsburg 
to pr each to th em on Sunday afternoons and also conduct a 
Suoday School , When thi s whole venture proved to be un-
~:t i sfactory and t he people in J889 joined St, John' 5 

urch as mcl!lbers , the chil dren also went to the Fullcrs-
hur~ Sunday School , 

Whe n Rev, Luedtke was called as resident past or of 
I mman uel Chu rch in 1898 a Sunday School was started in 

•nsdalc wi th William Br a un as Superintendent. From a 
Hi 1 d we surmise that the attend-picture of tho s e c a r Y ays 
anc e was about twenty eight children, 

I n 1917, H, Kannenberg assumed the duties of Superintend-
ent until 1921 when A, J, Full was elected to that office. 
Eth el Busch was elected Secretary-Treasurer. Mr, Full re-
s igned in 1942 and Rev, Luedtke acted as Superintendent. 
Mrs, Irma Butler bec ame Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Agnes 
Gies ler took her place in 1945 with Mrs, Florence Ful ~ as 
her assistant, 

In 1946 Elworth Rohr was elected General Superintendent 
wi th Mrs, Martha Rohr as Primary Departmental Superin-
tendent, Mrs, Agnes Giesler is still Secretary-Treas-
urer, We now have a Senior Department which assembles 
in the Sanctuary and a Primary Department which meets in 
th e .church basement, 

Th e classes and teachers arc as follows: Adults, Rev, 
Pl assmann; Seniors, Frank Braun; Intermediates, Carl 
Hill er; Juniors, Mrs, Dorothy Hiller; Primary, Mrs, Ellen 
Henriksen; Beginners, Miss Dorothy Rae Hiller; Nursery, 
Mrs , Mildred Homann, 

The enrollment is 78 in the Senior Department and 27 in 
th e Primary Department, 

The Primary Department is very much elated over the ac-
quisition of four miniature church pews which arc set on 
the basement stage and arc going to be used for devotion-
al period during the Sunday morning session, They are of 
knotty pine and have been built by Carl Homann who spent 
much time and labor to make a perfect job, The material 
has been donated by the Mother's Club, The idea for the 
small pews was originally suggested by Mrs. Mildred Ho mann 
who also designed them, 

THE CHOIR 

The first choir was organized by William Braun, lt was 
an all men's choir and practiced in Fleck's Hall where 
also the services were held, William Braun was the choir 



. d organ i st. The origin al members were: di rec t o r an . . . m' lliam Loe hman, Julius Kann1n g , Albert Ho rstman , ., i . 
. d Fred Loehman and Jul1us Braun, Wm, Vornsan , 

Jo hn 
Stra hle, 

After the chu r ch was bui l t Wm, Braun formed a mixed c ho ir, 
The membe rs were Louise Br a un, Sophie Rohr, Bert ha 
Loe hmann, Mamie Kanning, Minni e Horstmann, Julius Ka nning, 
Wi lliam Loehmann, Fred Loeh mann, Fred Meyer, August Rei nke, 
Carl Luedtk e, John Horstman, In 1900 !'.erman Kannenber g 
j oined th e choir. 

In 1907 the membe rship of the choir had chan ged entirely, 
of the origina l member s of the mixed choir only John 
Hors tman was left , The o th ers were: Minnie Gliessman, 
Sophi e Gliessm a n, I da Jlorstman, Ann .1.e Springborn, Ol ga 
Gi lle, Mamie Wolf, Tilly Vornsand, Lulu Graehling, Lizzie 
Hors tman, Lizzie Rohr, Alvine Springborn, Alfred Vornsand, 
Fr ed Vornsand, Willi e Gliessman, Dick llageman, Henry 
Glie ssman, Fred Wolf a nd John Graehling. 

Before 1907, at one ti me or other, other choir members 
were Walter Luedeke, Edward Luedeke, Frank Wolf, Fred 
Gli essman , Lena Treppenstedt. 

After being confirmed, anyone was allowed to join the 
choir , provided they were able to sing, The same rule 
holds good today, 

lt is interesting to no t e that all those mentioned above, 
Mami e Wolf, now Mrs, John Horstman .is the only one who is 
s til l a member in the present choir, She joined after her 
confirmation in 1903 and has been an active member ever 
si nce, She was honored this year with a picnic and a love-
ly gi ft, 

Fo r many years t h e members have been paying regular dues 
in o r der t o be able to pay for the music and entertain-
me n t, At first t he dues were 10 cents per month, Since 
t he n t he y have been raised to 25 cents per month, With 
th e a d ve n t of t he annual concert much pressure has b een 
taken off t he d~es in re gard to the music pro~lem, 

Willi am Braun had directed the choir until 1933 and also 
had been h is own organist, When he resigned Rev. Luedtke 
t ook over a s director and another organist of much the 
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same ca l ib er a s Mr. Bra un was acquired i n t he person o f 
Mrs, A, J, Full, When Mrs, Full wa s unable to cont i nue, 
the duties of organis t were by Mr s , Mari on Braun 
Schaper, who cont inu e s to th is day 
par with her fat her and Mrs, Full, 
now an able a ssis tant organ is t who 
namely Mrs, Dorothy Biller, 

WOMEN'S GUILD 

and is certainly on a 
The choir also has 

i s will ing to help, 

Th is organization was started in October 1891 under the 
n ame: Frauen Verein der Deutschen Evangelisch-Luther-
ischen Immanuels Gemeinde, The first officers were: 
Mrs, John Sommerkamp, President; Mrs. Fred Braun, Trea s -
urer; Mrs, Wm, Horstman, Secretary. Other were: 
Mrs, Wm. · Wcnt1, Mrs. Jake Wentz, Mrs. Gus. Re i neke, Mrs. 
J ulius Kanning, Mrs, Wm. Loehman and Mrs, h, Vornsand, 
Their first meetings were held in Fleck's Hall, some 
time later in the hoaes of me mb ers. Meetings were con -
ducted in the German langua ge, 

The object of the Society of course was the raising 
of money for the congregation, At first they sponsered 

Basket Socials. In April 1903 such a Social netted 
$29,S0, for the sale of pillows they netted Sl6, 10. Lat-
er the Society branched out by givin& bake sales, Fa•ily 
Evenings, Bunco Parties and Dinners and they actively 
participated in Picnics and Ba1aars, Their first dinner 
was g.iYen in what is now Stebbins Store, 

In the minutes of April 1903 we find a resolution that 
the Society was to furnish two carriages for the funeral 
of any member, We have no recollection whether this res-
olution was ever carried out, During this year the So-
ciety paid $100.00 towards the debt reduction, Until 1905 
the Ladies paid the Pastor's Salary, 

In the same year Mrs. Dorthea Loehman was made an honor-
ary member, She was the mother of a fine group of sons 
and daughters who were all active in church work but ha•e 
all passed away, At her funeral in December 1914 Rev. 
Stommel gave tribute to her christian character by preach -
ing on the scripture passage •she has kept the faith", 



------~---·-------·------------·---------------
In the January meeting of 1903 Mrs. Kar l The.idel wa s 
ected Secretary, which office she h el d to the end of 
In 1918 she was re-elected for one year , So she has 

e l-
19 16 , 
fif _ 

teen years of service as Secretary to h e r 
the last one of the faithful group of t he 
the church and .is now honorary member , 

credit, Sh e is 
early years of 

In 190 4 the Ladies started to wor k f o r the Bensenville 
Home, Happy days arc recalled wh e n the Ladies rode to 
the Home on a hay-rack for their visi t s, There never 
was any shortage of good times an d entertainment, 

Another .interesting resolution .i s found .in the minutes 
.1n 1904 namely: Resolved that in t he meetings only Cof-
fee, Bread, Butter, Meat or Ch eese be served, Any mem-
ber who serves more has to pa y a penalty of $1,00, 

When the parsonage was built .i n 1908 the meetings were 
held .in the Parsonage Hall, The Ladies owned no dishes 
and d i d not have the modern convenience s of today, All 
food had to be carri e d from t heir homes to the hall al-
ready prepared as there was no stove to prepare the meals, 

On Febru a ry 3, 19 22° the Socie ty arranged a surprise par-
ty .in th e c hu rc h ba s e ment fo r Mr. and Mrs, Fred Mochel on 
the o cc asi on o f th e.i r 50th Weddi n g Anniversary. The whole 
congre g a tion wa s i nvited and many turned out to offer 
their congratul a tions, 

In March 1923 a r eso l ution was passed that the minutes 
of all meeting s shou ld be wr itten in German as well a s 
.in English, Thi s was qu i te a chore for the Secretary 
but was faithfull y kept t i ll the end of 1925, Then the 
Ger~an langu a ge wa s d ro pp e d altogether, Due to the pre-
do m.1nanc e o f the En g lish language the name of the Soc l -
ety wi t hout a n y s pecia l r esolution had been changed from 
•Frauen Ve r e .in " t o "La di es Aid"• 

In t heir meet i ng of November 1923 the members present 
tol d o f their experiences as a member of the A.id, Mrs, 
Ka rl Th c idcl stated t hat she now had been a member for 
2S yea r s, 

I n Ma rch 1932 a resolution was passed to join the Women's 
Suburban F d · f c e r a t.1on o the Evangelical Synod, Delegates 

1 

r 

t 

l 

to t he i r Conven ti on s have been s ent by t he Ai d regularly , 

In Ap ril 1933 the Ai d g ave t hei r fi r s t Mo t h er and Dau g h -
ter Banquet, 

In January 194 2 a re s olut ion was p ass e d to j oi n the Wo -
men' s Gu i ld, a national org a n.i xat .io n o f t he Ev a n g e lica l 
a nd Reformed Church, The A.id b e s.idea p a yi n g t h c i r a n n u -
a l du es, took no act i ve part i n t h e prog ra m of t he Guil d 
unt il the end of 194 6 when a re s o l ut io n to tha t ef fec t 
was pas s ed and the name of the Lad i e • Ai d wa s o f fi c i all y 
ch anged to the Women' s Guild o f the Imm a nu el Ev a n g eli ca l 
an d Re formed Ch urch of Hi ns dale, I ll inois , A s upport i n g 
me mbership for the Vi ce Pre si dent was pur ch a s ed f rom th e 
No r thern 111.ino.is Sy nod Women' s Gu il d, 

I n May 1945 .it was decided to "ado p t " t wo chi l d r e n o f t he 
Bena env.ille Home every year for whom t h e A.id wi ll h ave to 
buy clothin g and toys for Chr i stma s , 

The A.id sent a g.ift on the occasion of Mr, a n d Mr s , Karl 
The.idcl' s 50th Wedding Ann i ver s ary on No ve mb er 30t h , 

For y ears the Ladies have fa i thfully prov i ded flo wer s f o r 
th e a ltar at the Sunda y s ervice s , 

MEN'S CLUB 

The Men's Club wa s organixed i n 1920 and h a d it s f i r s t 
me eting .in the newly built b a sement. Th e ob j ect of the 
Cl ub was to provide for the men of our churc h a n even i n g 
o f fellowship together , .i ntere s t them a s a un i t i n the 
projects of the church, and furni s h t h em wi th Yariou s 

,ki nd s of entertainment, Wm, Braun wa s the fir s t presi-
d ent, It waa decided to collect due s of 25 cents per 
month, We opened the meet i ng; as we arc st i ll doing, wi th 
a s ong, followed by a prayer by tbc Pastor, after which 
t he busine s s meeting wa s held, Th.is wa s clo s ed by another 
s ong and the Lord's Prayer 1poken .in unison. After that 
c ame the cnte ~tainmcnt, The f i rst one was a rubber hor s e -
shoe game, which held the i nterest of the men for two 
years, There followed a miniature 1o l f course, 

In 1921 the Club felt strong enou1h to venture forth w.ith 



an d several p la y lct s which were gi Yc n o n • minstrel eho• 
September 26th, 

In December of 19 26 the Club gav e an othe r play "Captai n 
Rack e tt" for three nights, 

In the same year Herman Kanne nberg introduced the Dart 
Ball Game wh ich he had seen being played by the Men' s 
Club of the Evangelical Chu rch in Toledo, Oh io , The 
game went over big, Our Club is no• a member of a Su b -
urban Dart Ball League with e le ven other Men's Club s , 

1926 to 1928 proved to be the hayday of the Clu b , Alfred 
Kroencke, who had been very active in church affair s al so 
took hold o f the Men's Cl ub and made it his aim t o i ncr e s e 
c rease its membership , Under his leadership the number 
of act ive ,. emb ers rose to, abo ut fifty, Mr, Kroencke al s o 
-.as instrument al in t he pur cha se of a Moving P ic ture Mach -
ine which wa s us ed for th e e n tertainment of the member s , 
On January 21, 1927 a relig i ous picture was shown in the 
Sa nctuary depict in g ecene• of the l if e of Christ, Re•, 
Luedt ke introduce d the Fathe r and Son ba nquet •hich was 
hel d regularly e•e ry year, A Ch ri s tma s party wa s inau g-
urat ed and it f in a lly waa decided to make this a party 
for the ladie s , These partie s were very much enjoyed, 

Th e war came and hit the Men' • Club pretty hard, The 
members h ip and atte ndance dwindled to a handful until 
finally th e walls of the b a sement s eemed to exude a chill-
ing coldness, which we trie d to e scape , Then a plan 
suggested that we meet in the houses of the different ~em -
be rs, This was accepted a nd for s e•eral we enjoyed 
t he hosp ita lity of the d if ferent home s , Rev, Luedtke al -
ways gave a talk about 1ome interestin g t opic: chur c h h i • · 
tory , miss .i on entcrpri1es , race problems and other s , whi ch 
pro•ed to be quite i nteresting , The lad y of the hou s e al -
ways provided an appat i ai na lunch after the meet i n&, wh, ch 
of course was very •uch enjoyed, and thoro ughly apprcc .i at • 
ed, Finally, howc•cr, a motion wa s made to mo•e back to 
the basement, 

We had long ago discarded the collect.ion of the re g ular 
due s and now have a system of pa ssing the hat at the meet• 
ing for voluntary con t ri bu ti on s and we ha•e fared b etter 
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t han u nd e r t h e old sys t ea. La 1t y e a r t h e f at h er a n d S~ n 
b anquet, wh i c h h a d b ee n d ropped du r .i na th e war , wa s r e -
s umed and a lso the O. r ia t mas pa r ty • • t h t h e lad i ce , T he 
Dart-ba ll a l s o c a me i nt o its o wn a g a ,n a n d ls ao • n1 
a tron g , 

On J ul y I, 19 37 we. jo ,ned t h e s Brot h erhood , 
bu t inte re s t i n wh a t th1s a oc i c t, st ands fo r ne wer • • te r -
.i a l i aed unt i l Fe b ruar y 14 , 19 4 7 when • e we re present ed 
wi th a c h arter by t h e Gene ra l Se c r etary of c h e Bro t he r -
hood, The mott o o- f t h e 0,urcha c n' • Br o t herhood i s : One 
is your Ma a ter, cwen Ch r ist, and a ll ,., arc b rat h ren . We 
h ave bee n u si n g li terature issu e d b y t b e Bro t h erh o o d o f-
fi ce for our d .i scua a ions a nd l earn e d a b out t b e, r· bo m<e u ,d 
world mi a ai onar y proj e c t s , 

The Men ' • C lub has dur i na i t s 21 y ear s of e • •s ta.a c e b een 
i ntere s ted .in a l l c hurch a f fa 1 r 1 , don at i nc to t h e cbar cb 
trea sury a cco rd ina to t h c 1 r a b1l i t1 , Fo r ye ar • • e h a• c 
p a id al so a rc c u l ar •onthly c ont r ibut io n to t b e Be n se n -
v i lle Ho me. Th e Club h a s b a d i t • upa •~d do-• a.ad a o• e · 
ti•e• t he l iah t ha s b ee n lu t t h ere h a s al wa ys b een 
a loy al a roup o f to ra ,s e up t he to r ch aad • ••• it 
fro• b c in1 cxt in1uiehed. 

MO THER'S CLUB 

Not h ar's Clu b was f o un de d by Mr ·•• El wo r t h Roh r , Oc c cab ar 
194 3, Mr s , Roh r, a bo rn l ea de r, 49 • cry c a p a bl e of or1•11•• 
lsi n t a g r oup a n d kcepl n a i t tosct h e r , 

The f i r s t a eet 1ng of t h l • o r g a n!a at i on wa s a Ch r 1sta a a 
Part y f o r t h e mo t h er s a nd ch i l d re n of t he Pr4a a ry and 
Cr adla Roll Oepart a c o t o f the Suo d a y S c hool . 

The r i rst rc a u l ar • &et lna •• • 1teld on J a n u ar y II, 
Those pre s ent at t his • c ct1n1 •cr·e Mr e , Herb er t lr c A, Mra , 
Earl Peter s o n , Mrs , Gc o r 1c Ooua l a a , Mr a . J a mc • 8y r o e , Mr , , 
Ca rl Hom a nn, Mr s , Art h ur Bl udcr a nd Mrs , El • ort b Ro h r . 

From t his • eet i n a t h e C l u b c a r r 4 c d on unt , 1 t he prc1 ent 
time, •hen f i r s t a c tua l o f f,ce r s •e re e l e ct e d a n d t oo l 
o ver b e ginn i na Januar y i, 4 6, Mr s , i!c ft r y 8 c11r, kac o •• • 
the first Pres i dent, a nd Wra , A r t h ur Bl uacr Tr. c_a s u r cr, 



Mot he r's Clu b is aff i li a ted wi t h th~ Sunday School and 
its purpos e i s to intere s t mQthers in the . development of 
he r child, s piritually, me nta ll y and physically, 

Ea ch year the Club spon sors o ne c hi l d from our Bensenville 
home , at wh ic h time th e chi ld i s remembe r ed at Christmas 
a nd Birthda y, A li st i s s ecu r e d from the Home as to what 
the child desires, a nd ne e dless to say the Mothers furnish 
everyth i ng that i s asked for by the ch i ld and are happy in 
the though t that they are making an unfortunate child hap-
py at Chr i s tmas and Bi rt hd a y time, 

Ou r project at the p r esent time is collecting clothing for 
infants a n d smal l children of Bensenville Home, which will 
b e carried on for th e enti re year, 

Membership in the Club is open to all mothers who enroll 
their children i n the Cradle Roll or Primary Department 
of the Sunday School of Imma nual Evangelical and Reformed 
Church , 

CRESCENT CLUB 

December 14, 1943 was the date of the first meeting of 
what is now the Cresent Club, 

Up to that time there had been no group or organization 
of any kind to interest the young people over the eight-
een year mark, Winifred Rohr and Rev, Walter Luedtke 
had discussed this before and decided that an organiza-
tion of this kind was needed if the young people were to 
be kept from drifting away from the church, It would al-
so give the returning veterans something to come to in 
the church, 

The group which consequently was organized was known as 
"The Lamplighters• or the "Draft Age Club" for the agea 
from eighteen to thirty five, 

This original group had ita devotion as well as games, 
music and singing, 

Tne group held together for the next few year• and aver-
aged about eight or ten members per meeting, 

The ob s tacles were many and the d is appointment s greater 
and we of the preaent Creaent Club can thank Winifred 
Roh r for her untiring efforts to hold the group toget her, 
There were no real ~fficers but Winnie was the leader and 
with t he help of Rev, Luedtke kept the i nfant organization 
toget her, 

It wa s not until the Apr , l 1944 meeting that the present 
fl&ae "Cresent Club" waa adopted, 

In December of 1944 it was finally decided t hat the group 
wa a strong enough to become an oraaRiaation with elected 
offi cers, and the following people were wlected to guide 
tha deatiny of the club: Ruth Douglas, Prea i dcnt1 Irene 
Ebert, Vice-President; Gertude Vogt, Secretary ; Vio let 
Goleta, Treasurer, 

Now the Club waa beginning to function aa a real organ i a-
a tion of the church, A constitution waa drawn up and the 
firat Sunday of each waa deai1nated aa the ni1 h t for 
the The Club was now averaging about twelve to 
four teen per 

In the laat two yeara, brinaing it up to the present 
the Club baa 1rown and la active in church work, It ia 
now a club which hope• to be able to keep the youna pe ople 
of our church with us, 

Saweral chan1ea have been and the a1e haa been 
ra~sed to youna people, It ia now eighteen 
and up, We that we must keep our youn a 
pe ople with ua because in the years to they will 
ba our church, It is the only oraaniaation our church 
baa that offers the opportunity for a husband and wi fe to 
attend as a aroup toaethcr for devotion and divers.ion, 

In January 1941 the Club bouaht a Sound Track Mot i on Pic -
ture Mach.inc for the price of $500,00, This 
be rented by any church oraan.isation upon payment of a 

fee, The aoncy for the aachine was 
raised by selling newspapers collected the 

church It has already been used to good advant-
aae, The Mot.ion Picture Machine bouaht years aao by the 
Men'• Club had no sound projector and had fallen into dis-
use, It could not be operated 



t fficcrs of the Crcscnt Clu b have the pleasure The prcsen o . 
of leading and serving a fine grou p t ha t boasts a member-

. f roximately forty memb e r s , and averages between ship o app 
twenty to twenty five persons p e r me e ting, 

This is a far cry from the Lamp l ig h te rs and the Draft Age 
Club which was our beginning, 

Let us remember that had it not b e en f or the perseverance 
of Winifred Rohr, whos e untiring e f forts kept the group 
'ogethcr, there mi ght not have bee n any organization today, 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

The Youth Fellowship wa s sta r ted o n October 11, 1945, 
Their object is to get the yo ung people at the age from 
fou r t e en to ei ghteen in c l o ser t o uch with the aim and 
workings of the chur c h and trai n them to some responsibil-
it y of pa rticipa t ing in the g e neral c hurch program, Any 
boy o r girl is eligible for memhership immediately after 
their confirmati o n, 

At th e fir s t meeting t he follow i ng of fi cers were elected: 
Herb Bre i, Presi dent ; Donald L ehman , Vice-President; 
Doro thy Hi l ler , Secreta ry; Hele n Hageman, Treasurer, 
Othe r young people p resen t a t th e meeting and joining as 
me mbe rs were Ri c hard Brei , Ke nn eth Busch, Catherine Busch, 
John Ru n ne ls , Dol o r es Drallmeier , Allen Drallmeier, Chuck 
Lang and All e n Vo r nsand, 

Miss Theresa Landbec k i s Counselor and is doing a fine 
j ob i n direct i n g t h e ac t i v i ties of the club, 

Th is grou p has j oined a n d i s affiliated with the greater 
org a nization of t he You t h Fellowship of the Evangelical 
an d Reforme d Churc h and i s deriving much benefit from 
thi s association. 

At t heir meetings they have a worship and a recreation 
pe r iod, On May 13, 1948 they invited their mothers to a 
Mother' s Day Pa r ty on which evening they had Dean Alfred 
F r i edli of Elmh u rst College as a speaker, On June 9, 1948 
th ey held a Father's Day party for their dads, 

In an organization of thi s k i nd entertainment mu s t not be 
neglec ted, They have a s tandin g reciprocal a g reement with 
the You th Fellowship of the Kloeckner Memor i al Church of 
Chicago (where Rev, Moenkhau s now is pa s tor) for a once a 
year ent ertainment, On M:ty 4, 1947 the Hin s dale g roup en -
tertained the Kloekners with a hay r i de party, On Apr i l 
2S, 1947 they went to Elmhur s t Colle ge, Once they went 
on a moonlight cruise on Lake Michi g an and have v is ited 
Rivervi ew Park twice, 

This Youth Fellowship has a great future before them a s 
they st a r t early in life to prepare thems elve s for the 
responsibi lities that will be their s when they become the 
mains tay of Immanuel Church, 

Immanuel Church Directory, 19~8 
Dean G, Plassmann, Pastor 

Mrs. Marion Schaper, Organist His torian, Herman Kannenberg 
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Rev. Max Sto mme l 
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